
 

VUS.10c

The student will demonstrate knowledge of World War II by
c) describing the role of all-minority military units, including the Tuskegee Airmen and 
Nisei regiments.

World War II solidified the nation’s role as a global power and ushered in social changes and established reform 
agendas that would preoccupy public discourse in the United States for the remainder of the 20th century. 
Women entered into previously male job roles as African Americans and others struggled to obtain desegregation 
of the armed forces and end discriminatory hiring practices.!  

Minority 
participation

1-1

All-Minority military units

Individual medal.

Additional contributions of 
minorities

Assigned to non-combat roles.

Served in segregated units.

African Americans

Communication codes (Navajo).

Suffered high 
casualties.

Tuskegee Airmen

Demanded the right to serve in 
combat.

Nisei regiments

African American 
flyers

Asian American 
soliders

Served in Europe

with distinction. highly decorated.

Mexican American also fought (not segregated).
Minority units 

Won numerous 
unit citations.


